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After the enhancement of the botanical park, the area is 
now planted with many local and some exotic species as an 
effort to diversify the plant collection and also for ex-situ con-
servation. Park space is further sophisticated by

conducting plant inventory and conserving more plant 
species to provide the references for educational and research 
institutions. Presently, there are about 6500 trees collections 
that consist of 274 tree species. Although only at an infant 
stage, around 2000 herbarium specimens have been cured, 
which was collected within the garden as well as from other 
fields.

Exploring the Perdana Botanical Gardens, visitors will be 
amazed by the variety of flora - colourful flowering ornamental 
plants, palms, and some rare indigenous trees, among others. 
There are also many unique exotic trees such as Rain tree (Sa-
manea saman), Bottle tree (Moringa drouhardii), the Sausage 
tree (Kigelia africana), the Cannonball tree (Couroupita guian-
ensis) and the Baobab tree (Adansonia digitata) planted along 
the pedestrian trails providing nice shade to the garden users.

In addition, there are many matured trees, for instance Bra-
zil Nut (Bertholletia excelsa), Mahogany (Swietenia mahogani), 
Khaya senegalensis (Meliaceae), Fagraea fragrans (Gentian-
aceae), Swietenia mahogany (Meliaceae) and Michelia spp. 
(Magnoliaceae) landscaping the garden. All these trees be-
came an almost continuous canopy layer for the garden. The 
park now stands as one of Kuala Lumpur’s efforts to procreate 
garden space in the heart of the metropolis.
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The impact on the local level will be that the community in 
this area of the city will obtain an interesting place for visiting 
and socializing. But the main impact expected from the initi-
ative is the change in the mind-set of Almaty citizens who for 
many years have been deprived of the opportunity to actively 
participate in shaping the future of their city. The most impor-
tant factor that will influence the outcome of the initiative is 
the ability of participants in the contest to propose a good idea 
that will draw both public interest and private financing. Only 
popularity of the new public space among citizens and tourists 
will make the project commercially viable and thus sustaina-
ble.

There will be both direct and indirect benefits from the 
initiative. Direct benefits are easy to measure – it is number of 
people who find new jobs at the site both during the renovation 
process and at operating stage, the income generated from 
visitors, the taxes paid. Indirect benefits are long-term, and 
can only be estimated. For instance, we believe that engaging 
young people into interesting public activities will make them 
good citizens. In general, this pilot project may become an ex-
ample to follow in other areas of the city, thus making it more 
people-friendly.

+  IMPACTS

The main risks are associated with non-commercial focus 
of the initiative. The specific requirement of turning this part of 
Almaty into a public space with free access may limit potential 
revenues for a private developer. This may render the project 
less feasible for investors.

+  CHALLENGES IN MOVING FORWARD





The Urban SDG Knowledge Platform project is a follow up of the 2016 Urban SDG Forum, and the Asia 
Pacific region’s resolve to answer the APUF-6 Jakarta Call for Action. The project, through exchange of 
exemplary sustainable urban development cases, fosters collaborative efforts and city-to-city coopera-
tion to further enable cities to develop and adopt innovative solutions to shared urban challenges in the 
Asia Pacific region. Through its implementation, the Urban SDG Knowledge Platform project will work 
together for a more sustainable future for all.
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